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Remembering Acousticians
Anutonepaystributeto L eo Beranek

Dr. Leo Leroy Beranek (14.9.1914-10.10.2016) was one of thefounders of Bolt
Beranek and Newman (the other two being Richard Bolt and Robert Newman), one of
themost famous acoustical consulting firmsof USA, that designed the UN General
Assembly Hall inNew York gpart frommany other global landmark buildingsincluding
concert hallsat Lincoln Center and Tanglewood.

Leowasfaculty at Harvard and MIT for three decadeswith acoustic work that became
noise standardsfor public buildingsand airports. Hiswork on jet engine noise compelled
airlinesto add mufflersand changetheway their planestook off thusbringing about arare
combination of acousticsand aviation. Apart from acoustics, Leoisfamousfor hel ping
invent Arpanet for the US Defense Department which becameforerunner to theinternet
asweknow it today.

Leo'smost successful book "Acoustics' (1954) remainsareference guidefor the student
and professional alike. It wasone of thefirst booksin theacousticslibrary at Anutone. |
had the good fortuneto meet him at the Joint Meet of ASA, EAAand DEGA inBerlinin
' i 1999. He came across as extremely humbleand witty but highly knowledgeable and

Sandeep Mittal with Leo Beranek  willingto shareitall.
(third from left) at Berlin in 1999

Anutone paystributetolndia's
past acousticians

From threedifferent regionsof Indiaweat Anutone pay tribute to three acousticiansof Indiawho areno longer with us
but who did I ndiaproud when acousti cs was an unknown subj ect and acousticians an unknown tribeamong architects.
Needlessto mention, these acousticiansa so hel ped mentor Anutone during itsformative yearsin the 1990s.

Prof BS Ramakrishna

Inthe south we had Prof BS Ramakrishnawho, by virtue of residinginthe samecity as
Anutone, Bangal ore, became our truefriend guide and philosopher. Prof Ramakrishna
studied acousticsat MIT USA embarking by shipin 1949 and returningto Indiaafter a
stint at Bell 1abs by aeroplaneasheused to put it.

BSR was soft spoken but articulate when it cameto acousticsand very technicdl . Till the
very end he used to painstakingly draw and write every detail personally by hand and his
drawingsbecamereference artworksfor budding acousticians. BSR wasfaculty at the
Prof BS Ramakrishna famous|ndian Ingtitute of Scienceand HoD of the ECE department that pioneered
acousticsresearch. My meetswith him at hishouse or the British Library and lunch
thereafter at Koshy'sbel ow will always be cherished.

Burjor Mistry

For Mumbai it wasBurjor Mistry who waswell known for hisexcellencein cinemaand
auditorium design. Burjor Uncle, asthe next gen used to call him, had an awesome eyefor
detail. Hisdesigning wasvery meticulousand integrativeto al the componentsthat make
acinema. For example, screensizeand itsmaterial, theframe and mounting, the
specificationsexactly matching to the projection etc. Smilarly for acoustics, every surface
of the cinemaor auditoriumwas carefully considered in an erawhen therewasno
acousticsmodeling or instrumentation for measurement. Theresult was pristineopticsand
acoudtics.

Long after heretired, Burjor Uncleretained hissharp tongue and booming voicelordingit
over hisapartment and hiswife but hewasthe man with the golden heart and thegolden
touch. Visitsto hishomewas something | alwayslooked forward to asl continueto do so
for theequaly famousMistry if not more, Ja Mistry.

Uma Shankar Bhargava

Andfinally from North, therewasBhargavaJ or USB J (ashewasfondly called, much
much ahead of timesin termsof USB becoming afamousacronym now). USB'sforte
wasauditorium design epecially in the education sector and | vividly remember his
pioneering work with Manavsthali School in New Del hi. Climbing abovetheceiling onto
thecatwal ks | wasamazed at the elaborate setup in termsof fluorescent lighting and
access ble pathsfor maintaining the celling and the services- airconditioning, lighting etc.
Hisphilosophy wassmple.. acoustical, AV, lighting and spatial designisalegacy for the
futureand an auditorium needsto bewell maintained for it to functionwell over years.

Soft spoken but supremely confident about hiswork that camefromyearsof onfield
experience, expertiseand insight, USB was awaysadelight to meet. We used to both call
each other 'livewire, mefor theacoustical productsAnutone pioneered one after the other
inthosedaysand hefor being at theforefront of cutting edge design.

Anutone continuesto work with thebest of acousticiansin Indiaand overseasthat addsval ueto the building community
especially architectsand contractors.

This special edition of Update has been written by our Managing Director, Sandeep Mittal.
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